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WASHINGTON -- Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced                today that the final version of the FY Š99 Transportation Appropriations                legislation, which includes $4.6 million for an intermodal transportation                center and parking structure in Pittsfield, will be contained in                the Omnibus Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 1999. Congress is                expected to pass the Omnibus legislation on Tuesday, October 20,                1998, and the President will sign the bill later in the week.              

Congressman Olver is a member of the House Transportation Appropriation                Subcommittee and included the earmark for the Intermodal Center                in the FY Š99 bill.              

"This is a going to be a big step toward a better and more efficient                transportation system in Berkshire County" said Olver. "A new intermodal                center will help to ensure that downtown Pittsfield continues to                be a focal point of economic and tourism activity in the County."              

"Intermodal centers have been building blocks of long-term economic                success across the country. This means that Berkshire County has                an exciting future ahead of it," remarked Olver.              

In March 1998, the Berkshire Regional Transit Authority (BRTA)                completed a lengthy feasibility study of a proposal to build an                intermodal transportation center in downtown Pittsfield. The proposal                stated that the center would serve as a hub for transit service,                combining BRTA fixed route services, intercity bus and rail routes,                BRTA transit services, the Berkshire Scenic Railway, and local taxicab                service in one convenient location.              

After reviewing three possible plans for the center, the BRTA Advisory                Board had approved the so-called "full-buildout" design alternative,                which includes improving a parking garage located on Columbus Avenue.&nbsp;                The full-buildout design will include a joint-development three-story                wing integrated into the four-story public transit center.              

"This is going to be a great project for downtown Pittsfield,"                Olver said. "I am pleased that my colleagues recognized that efficient,                accessible transportation will help businesses grow and spur job                creation in this important economic center of my district," Olver                added.             
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